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Star Map after Albrecht Dürer
By Faílenn Chu inhean uí Fháeláin (AKA Tighearna)
For work-in-progress pictures, see page 10

A Newsletter for a New Year
Greetings from The Bull!

The mighty Taurus appears in all his starry

glory in the January night sky.  One of the

constellation’s mythologies tells the story of

Zeus, in the form of a golden-horned white bull,

carrying the princess Europa off to Crete.  Zeus

and Europa’s son Minos became the ruler of

that legendary isle. To find Taurus, let your eye

follow Orion’s belt passed his bow.   You’ll see

Alpha Tauri, one of the brighter stars in the sky,

and the eye of The Bull.

Vivat MMXV!
Vivat Stierbach!
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Heavy & Fencing
Contact knight-marshal@stierbach.org for more information on heavy weapons and fencing practices.

Warrenton — Tuesday nights 6:30 p.m. to 9 p.m. Fight training with focus on theory and technique,
armor not required.  Non-fighters welcome also (A&S, research).  See MOO for details and contact
information.

Woodbridge – Thursday nights 7:00 p.m.

Archery
Contact archery-marshal@stierbach.org

Bull Run Shooting Range – Archery practice has moved to Friday nights from 5pm-7pm at Bull Run
Shooting Range, in the basement of the building (NO CROSSBOWS allowed)
Notes: Fee for shooting $3.25 per person. Please pay at the front desk, letting them know you are part
of the SCA “club” then come downstairs to join us.
Address: 7700 Bull Run Drive, Centreville, VA 20121; Phone: 703-830-2344

Flint Hill—Weather permitting, the Western Stierbach Archery Practices at Saphir’s will
continue into the winter months on Thursdays @ 3pm - too dark to shoot.  So come out and join us.

Activities continue to include Royal Rounds, practice, instruction, equipment fine tuning, mechanics, MiT
and Warrant class (please make prior arrangements), share target design & builds, rules review, and
a cookout and a fire pit!! RSVP Saphir at archery-marshal@stierbach.org if planning on coming
and/or for directions. All bows are welcome (limited loaner gear, but we'll share!!). Yes, crossbows
too!
Address: 75 Aileen Rd, Flint Hill, VA 22627

Fredericksburg — (Canton of Sudentorre) Sunday afternoons at House Wolfhou
Address: The Millers, 106 The Vance Way, Fredericksburg, VA 22405, 540 - 361 - 7473

Haymarket — Grimmsfield closed for Monday archery nights until spring, join us for Arts & Sciences
from 5 p.m. to 7 p.m.
Address: 16132 Crusade Ct., Haymarket, VA  20169. More Info at www.grimmsfield.com

Equestrian Practice
See Calendar for details: next practice Sunday, January 11
Point of contact: Jenine Webb AKA Gunnora Grimm jeninewebb@gmail.com
Address: River Chase Farm, 40332 Courtland Farm Ln, Aldie, VA  20105.  (703) 777-1899.
info@riverchasefarm.com
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Baronial Activity Night
Contact: seneschal@stierbach.org

Leatherworking - Manassas
Learn the art of leather-crafting
Meets: Fourth Thursday of the month.
Starts at 7:00 p.m. – email if you plan to attend
Contact: pjdarby@verizon.net

A&S - Warrenton
A&S and research nights in conjunction with Fight Training
Meets: Tuesdays 6:30-9pm
See MOO for details and contact information

Baronial Business Meeting
Meets: First Tuesday of the month. Starts at 7:00 p.m. Next meeting February 3, 2015.
Address: Bethel Lutheran Church, 8712 Plantation Lane, Manassas, VA 20110
Contact the seneschal@stierbach.org for more information.

Newcomers Meetings
New to the Barony? We have some meetings and activities to help introduce you to the SCA.
Contact chatelaine@stierbach.org for more information.
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What is the role of the Seneschal in the
Barony?

The seneschal is the “president” of the local group.
 The role is to take care of the legal issues, and to
act as the executive officer and general manager,
where needed.  The seneschal also ends up as a
confidant, and deals with grievances.   They are
also ultimately responsible for making sure that the
rest of the officers are doing their jobs, and if any
officer position is not filled, the seneschal will need
to step in and make sure the job gets done.   It
should be noted that, in the rare (and extremely
undesirable) case that there is no chancellor of the
exchequer of the group, there are special
provisions for how to handle that situation, since
one of the few restrictions on officer positions is
that the chancellor of the exchequer and the
seneschal may not live under the same roof, since
the seneschal is also one of the multiple signatories
required on the account.

The Seneschal is also, under Kingdom Law, one
of the members of Curia Regis. Curia is an
assembly called by the Crown to provide advice

on potential law changes, issues of governance
and administration, etc.

How is your role different from that of Baron
& Baroness?

The Baron & Baroness are game-side
representatives of the barony.   They provide
pomp and circumstance, and are often looked to
for leadership.  The Baron and Baroness are also
the representatives of the Crown, and are
appointed by them.  There is some overlap in the
area of leadership, but as an executive officer, it is
the seneschal’s job to make sure that the vision of
the coronets is implemented and is not going to get
anyone in legal trouble (either SCA or real-world).

What are your monthly and yearly
responsibilities?

Monthly I set up the agenda for the baronial
business meetings and try to keep the meeting on
track so that we can cover everything needed in
the time allotted.

Continued on page 5

Seneschal of Stierbach, Master Ii Saburou Katsumori –

December, Anno Socitatus XLIX
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Continued from page 4

Quarterly, I send in a report about the barony,
including how many activities and practices we
have, notes on events that have been held, any
concerns or issues that Kingdom should be aware
of, the current officer roster, etc.  I also sign off on
the financial report compiled by the Chancellor of
the Exchequer.

Yearly, I attend Unevent to consult with other
seneschals and, in particular, the Kingdom
Seneschal.

The seneschal also has a key role to play in
pollings of confidence and pollings for new
baronage.

What is your vision for the Barony during
your time as Seneschal?

First off, no legal trouble!  Second, to keep up the
growth we’ve seen in the barony, particularly in
the newer members so that we can fill the ranks
with new officers and volunteers.  I would also like
to see more people try small events, something
that I remember well from my time in much smaller
groups.

How long have you been in the office? What
made you decided you wanted to be
Seneschal?

I have been in office for about 2 ½ years.  As for
why I wanted to be Seneschal?  I realized it was a
role that needed to be filled, and I thought that I
could do it.

What is your favorite part of the office?
Least favorite?

My favorite part is working with the Baronage
and other Officers to get things done and keep
them on track.  My least favorite part of the job?
  Keeping track of all of the deadlines that are
required.  I will admit that organization is, overall,
a weakness for me, though I do my best.

Have you incorporated your Seneschal role
into that of your persona?

Not really.   So much of the job is outside of
anything in-game:   it is really dealing mostly with
more mundane issues.

Tell us about your persona.

Which one?  ;)

Ii no Fujiwara no Shonagon Katsumori
(井伊藤原少納言勝盛)is from Japan, and is
currently resident here in the Laurel Kingdoms of
the SCA.   I admit, I bounce around between
periods, from the 8th to the 16th centuries.   He
derives from an early interest in Japanese history
and culture that continues through today.   I see
each century’s incarnation as simply another
member of the same family, including
ambassadors to the Great Tang, courtiers in the
capital, and provincial warriors.

Continued on page 6
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Continued from page 5

Doing Chinese or Korean, I’ll often use the name
“Jing” or “Jeong”, which is the Mandarin and
Korean readings, respectively, of the first
character of “Ii” (井).  It would have been typical
in both those countries for the family name to be a
single character, except in a few odd
circumstances.

You may even see a Sogdian trader running
around.  So far, we think his name is Jing Rokshan
(aka Jing Lushan), but that is up for debate.

Edward Godric Logan is an unregistered persona
that I use for European reenactment, mostly
English, though I’ve been crafting “Duarte”, or
something along those lines, to coincide with my
research into Iberian swordsmanship.

Tell us about your involvement in the SCA!

I started off in the SCA in Fairbanks, AK, where
I was for university.   The local group is the
Barony of Winter’s Gate, in the Principality of
Oertha, the Kingdom of the West.   They had a
dance practice going in the main student center,
and some friends of mine were involved, so I
ditched an acting class and decided that would be
more fun.  I received my AoA in Oertha, where I
helped revive the College of St. Boniface on the
campus of UAF, using the name “Godric Logan”.

By the time I graduated I had created Ii Saburou
Katsumori, my current persona, and then I moved
out to Atlantia.   I got involved in Stierbach and
met my wife, Aine (now Abe Akirakeiko).   I
volunteered for various offices, including
Chancellor of the Exchequer, though I quickly
found that was not something that I was really cut
out for!   This is something that is important for
people to remember—you won’t be good at
everything and some jobs require a certain type of
person.

Both my wife and I were inducted into the Order
of the Pearl, and I would say that A&S is one of
our largest draws, though I also enjoy fighting,
though at the time I was just fighting heavy (I’m
not sure that I even knew much about the rapier
community at the time).

I was resident in Stierbach from 2001 to 2008,
when my wife, Abe Akirakeiko, and I had a
chance to move to Thailand, for work.  We met
up with other SCAdians who were living there or
recently moved out there and we got involved
with the Palatine Barony of the Far West, which
covers most of Asia.  We then were introduced to
a great group of local residents that were
interested in joining the SCA, so we helped them
start the Canton of Golden Playne.

Continued on page 7
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Continued from page 6

During our time, Abe and I were Palatine
Baroness and Baron of the Far West, and we
were later made a Baroness and Baron of the
Court.

As we came back, summer of 2011, we were
inducted into the Order of the Pelican by the King
of the West at Pennsic.   We’ve been back in
Stierbach since.   I’ve been getting more involved
in the study of Historical Martial Arts and have
even taken on the position of Deputy Kingdom
Minister of A&S for Historical Martial Arts, trying
to encourage the study of historical combat.

Have you held any other offices or positions?

I’ve been herald, minister of arts and sciences,
chancellor of the exchequer, and I’ve been a
marshal in several kingdoms for heavy and rapier.

Are there any roles or activities in which you
would like to get involved in the future?

Good question.  I don’t know.  There is so much
I’m involved with right now!

Any words of advice to someone who is
interested in being Seneschal?

Organization is important, but it is just as
important that you are able to listen to people and
be impartial.  This job is essentially a management
position in the SCA, serving the people of the
barony.   If you like making plans, organizing
events, encouraging volunteers, and good with
working with people, then this may be a job for
you!

ef
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By Esa inghean Donnchaidh
10th Century Anglo-Saxon Leechbooks serve as a
modern window into early period herbal magick
and medicine, which in their original context, were
one and the same.  Techniques such as alliteration,
repetition, song, and rhythm were utilized,
probably at least in part to make these recipes
(charms) easier to remember.   Likely one of the
best known of these was the Nine Herbs Charm,
which is still practiced by Shamans today.   A
 wonderful resource for this charm, and others, is
Oswald Cockayne’s Leechdom’s Wortcunning
and Starcraft, which presents a collection of these
ancient texts in both the Old English and modern
English allowing the reader to compare the two
side-by-side.  From this collection, the Lay of the
Nine Herbs can be found.  It may have been one
charm, or it may have been three, and it
sometimes contains nine herbs corresponding to
nine poisons, and it sometimes contains ten (in the
latter case, it is believed that repeating one of the
nine was done to maintain the rhythm of the song).

The nine herbs are contemporarily known as:
Mugwort, plantain, lamb’s cress, venom loather
(sometimes interpreted as betony or nightshade),
chamomile, nettle, crab-apple, chervil, and fennel.

They appear in the Cockayne’s Old English
translation as: mucgwyrt, una, webrade, stune,
attorlade, wergelu, fille, finule, aeppel.

ef

“Detail of a miniature of the author and a gardener in a
herb garden, at the beginning of book VI” of  Petrus de
Crescentiis, translation attributed to Jean Corbechon,
Ruralia commoda in French translation (Rustican des
ruraulx prouffiz du labour des champs), Netherlands, S.
(Bruges); Last quarter of the 15th century c. 1478-c.
1480; image in the Public Domain, accessed from The
British Library’s collection available at http://www.bl.uk/
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By Lee of Stierbach

Faílenn Chu inhean uí Fháeláin (AKA Tighearna),
Stierbach’s new Minister of Arts & Sciences,
organized 4 A&S Saturdays this past year.
Hosted at the Warrenton home of Lord Sigurd
and Lady Aine, there was always something
related to armor and weaponry going on down in
the workshop, in addition to the A&S class of the
day!

July – Master Richard Wymarc presented SCA
Documentation Made Simple complete with a
through handout.  I now have no excuses for not
starting with research instead of creating
something and then trying to make the research fit.

August – Lady Aine ingen Comyn taught Basic
Calligraphy & Illumination.  Practicing on
graph paper and learning a foolproof method for
making little French leaves was fun.

September – Lady Violetta Catalina de
Bretaingne shared SCA Appropriate Fabrics: A
Field Guide.  Between the burning and the
bleaching, even my younger boys had fun at this
class!  And I now have a beautiful sample book
for reference.

October – Sewing Circle! Between Lady Aine
and Master Richard a lot of planning and
patterning for a lot of people happened on this
lovely Saturday.  With their help, I sewed a
splendid white chemise and have big dreams for
the coming year!

For 2015, Tighearna already has a number of
Saturday dates planned:

Jan 17 – Shoe-making
Feb 28
March 21
April 25
May 9
June ??
July ?? – may be an early in the month as a "Prep
for Pennsic" day
August ?? – may be late in month as a post-
Pennsic sharing day
Sept 12 –

Not all of these dates have a teacher yet, so if you
have a skill you’d like to teach, please email her
Tighearna @ arts@stierbach.org

Also, if you have an interest you’d like to learn, let
her know – she can help you find someone!

ef
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Created by Faílenn Chu inhean uí Fháeláin (AKA Tighearna) for Chalice of the Sun God XI A&S
competition with Pergamenta, India ink, and gouache.
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Baron and Baroness of Stierbach
Baron Valgard av Mors
baron@stierbach.org

Baroness Esperanza Susanna Flecha
baroness@stierbach.org

Seneschal
Master Ii Saburou Katsumori
Joshua Logan Badgley
703-585-5650 (c) / 703-815-0310 (h)
seneschal@stierbach.org

Deputy Seneschal (vacant)

Chancellor of the Exchequer
Lord Stephan Grimm
703-508-7246
exchequer@stierbach.org

Deputy Exchequer
Baroness Briana Maclukas
703-365-9097

Minister of the Lists
Viscountess Catherine Greyeyes
Catherine Gagnon
540-479-1417-no calls after 9:30p
mol@stierbach.org

Deputy MOL (vacant)

Herald
Lady Sara van Eerde
herald@stierbach.org

Deputy Herald
Lady Karin Taylor de Cameron

Archery Marshal
Lord Dietrich Saphir zum Drache
Michael Sheppard
archery-marshal@stierbach.org

Deputy Archery Marshal

Chronicler
Aine O’Fearghail
chronicler@stierbach.org

Deputy Chronicler (Vacant)

Minister of Arts & Science
Faoiltighearna ingean uí Faoláin
arts@stierbach.org

Deputy Arts & Science
Lady Amie Sparrow

Knight Marshal
Lord Alexandre de Tourouvre
knight-marshal@stierbach.org

Deputy Knight Marshal (vacant)

Chatelain
Gunnora Grimm
thechatelaine@stierbach.org

Deputy Chatelain (vacant)

Webminister
Master Richard Wymarc
webminister@stierbach.org

Deputy Webminister (vacant)

Youth Officer
(Vacant)
mom@stierbach.org

Deputy Youth Officer (Vacant)
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Anachronism, Inc., and does not delineate SCA policies. (c) 2014, Society for Creative Anachronism, Inc. For information on
reprinting letters and artwork from this publication, please contact the Barony of Stierbach Chronicler, who will assist you in
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